Understanding the WISC-V
Processing Speed Index: A
Method to Understanding Your
Child’s Information
Processing and Task
Completion Difficulties.

If your child struggles with completing tasks quickly, working
efficiently, or understanding simple visual information, this
may indicate a challenge with processing speed. Similarly, if
your child struggles with timed tests, note-taking, or keeping
up with the pace of classroom activities, a deeper evaluation
could be very useful. A comprehensive cognitive evaluation,
specifically a neuropsychological evaluation at South County
Child and Family Consultants, offers a method to understand
these processing speed struggles. This evaluation would
provide valuable insights into your child’s cognitive
strengths and weaknesses through the Processing Speed Index,
an important component in a neuropsychological evaluation.

A key assessment used is the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for
Children-5th Edition (WISC-V). This assessment measures
various cognitive skills to identify your child’s learning
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style. The Processing Speed Index (PSI), a WISC-V component,
assesses their ability to quickly and efficiently process
simple visual information and complete tasks. It measures
skills like perceptual speed, visual scanning, and decision-
making, showing how quickly and accurately your child can
process routine information. Processing Speed Index subtests,
Coding and Symbol Search, reveal the child’s capacity to
rapidly understand and respond to visual stimuli. For more on
Processing Speed Index subtest administration, edpsyched.com
is a valuable resource.

What is the WISC-V Processing Speed Index?

Processing Speed Index subtests, Coding and Symbol Search,
evaluate a child’s ability to:

Efficiently scan and understand simple visual
information.

» Quickly identify and discriminate visual information.

= Make rapid and accurate decisions.

= Coordinate attention, successive processing, and self-
monitoring.

» Perform simple, repetitive cognitive tasks quickly and
fluently.

 Work within time parameters and complete tasks quickly.

= Compare visual stimuli for similarities or differences.

 Execute overlearned cognitive processes rapidly.

= Maintain sustained concentration during tasks.

 Process routine information quickly.

What High Processing Speed Index Scores Mean

Children with high Processing Speed Index scores often
demonstrate strong efficiency and speed 1in processing
information. They typically:

» Exhibit a strong ability to quickly process visual
information.
 Demonstrate excellent speed and accuracy in completing
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tasks.

» Are proficient in tasks requiring rapid decision-making.

» Effectively maintain focus and concentration during
timed tasks.

 Demonstrate strong perceptual speed and visual scanning
abilities.

» Quickly and accurately perform basic arithmetic
operations.

= Utilize strong mental speed and efficiency.

 Exhibit the ability to work effectively under time
constraints.

What Low Processing Speed Index Scores Mean

Lower Processing Speed Index scores can indicate various
challenges, including:

» Difficulty performing simple tasks quickly and fluently.

 Problems completing assignments and tests within
allotted time.

» Challenges in keeping up with the pace of classroom
activities.

= Lower capacity for visual scanning and discrimination.

» Difficulties with tasks requiring rapid decision-making.

= Struggles with maintaining sustained attention.

 Potential difficulty with automaticity in math and
reading.

» Possible difficulty with note-taking and copying
exercises.

= May experience frustration with timed tasks, especially
those involving writing.

Understanding a low Processing Speed Index score allows for
targeted educational support focused on improving processing
speed, efficiency, and task completion skills.

Recognizing the effects of a low Processing Speed Index score
is the first step towards providing effective support for your



child that struggles in this area. See the resources listed
below to help children, parents, and educators address these
challenges. These resources offer strategies and insights to
improve processing speed and build essential skills,
ultimately fostering greater academic and personal success.

Processing Speed in Children Resources:

LearningWorksForKids.com

How to Explain Slow Processing Speed to Kids: Videos for Slow
Processing Speed

This article provides videos to help children and students
understand slow processing speed, a condition that affects how
they learn but is often mistaken for a lack of intelligence.
The videos given aim to help kids understand processing speed,
support them in recognizing they are not alone, and improve
their self-perception and school experience. The article also
discusses the importance of academic accommodations for
students that struggle with slow processing speed.

The Parents Handbook for Slow Processing Speed in Children

This article addresses how parents are often the first to
notice slow processing speed in their children, observing
difficulties not only in school but also in social
interactions and daily activities. It emphasizes the
importance of parental understanding and acceptance, as well
as teaching strategies to mitigate the effects of slow
processing speed, to prevent associated frustrations and low
self-esteem. To support parents, LearningWorks for Kids has
compiled a handbook and a series of recommended articles on
managing slow processing speed in children.

Slow Processing Speed and Executive Functions

This article explains that processing speed is a vital
component of learning and cognitive development, involving the
quick interpretation and response to information in everyday
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situations. It highlights how variations in processing speed
can lead to challenges both in academic settings and daily
routines, often causing frustration for parents and impacting
a child’s ability to stay on task. The article also outlines
strategies for enhancing executive functions such as focus,
time management, and planning, and introduces LearningWorks
for Kids’ digital play programs designed to build these
essential skills.

Neuropsychological Evaluations: Answers and Support

For a neuropsychological evaluation, including the WISC-V and
Processing Speed Index, South County Child and Family
Consultants in Wakefield, Rhode Island, provides expert
assessments. At SCCFC we specialize in ADHD evaluations and
understanding learning differences. Contact South County Child
and Family Consultants at 401-789-1553 or evals@sccfc.net for
more information.



